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NINETEETH 


ANNUAL SESSION 


OF THE 


MARYLAND SYNOD. 


CumBer.anp, Mp., October 18th, 1838. 


Pursuant to a resolution of the Synod of 1837, held in Emmits- 
burg, Md., the clerical and lay members of this body, assembled 
in Cumberland on Wednesday afternoon; and in the evening at 
candle light attended divine worship, when the Rev. F. Sprincer 
preached an interesting sermon from Acts, 3: 19, “Be converted,” 


Tuorspay Morning, half past 8 o'clock, 


The members of the Synod assembled in the Lutheran Church, 
and the meeting was opened by singing a hymn and uniting in 
prayer, conducted, in the absence of the sini by the Secre- 
tary, the Rey. J. Keniter. 

On motion, Resolved, That in consequence of the absence of the 
President, the preaching of the Synodical Sermon be recon 
with, and that we now proceed to organize the Synod. 


The Secretary then called the roll, and the ministers present an- 


swered to their names. 


‘ 
4 
of 
at 
« 
Ter. 
= 
2 
4 
{ 
. 
4 
+ 
2 
«a 
. 
~* 
> 
% 
wher 
. 
4 
a 
’ kel 
s 
4 
>) 
. 
4 
R 
ag 
‘ 
i 
_ 
{ 
= « 
s 
‘ 


4 


The following isa list of the present members of this body:— 


SS 


BISHOPS, 


. Rev. J. D. KURTZ, D. D.* Baltimore. 


« B. KURTZ, D. D. Baltimore. 

« J. KEHLER, Cumberland. 

“« M. WACHTER, Middletown. 

J. WINTER,* Clearspring. 

“« J. G. MORRIS,* Baltimore. 

“« D. HAUER,* Lovettsville, Va. 

J. P. CLINE, Smithsburg. 

C. F. SCHASFFER, A. M., Hagerstown. 
« W. HARKEY, Frederick. 

« J. HARPEL,* Manchester. 

* R. WEISER, Woodsboro. 

“« F. SPRINGER, Clearspring. 

* SOL. OSWALD, Boonsboro. 

“« C. MARTIN, Martinsburg, Va. 

« E. KELLER, Taneytown. 

« D. HEILEG,* German Settlement, Va. 

« P. RIZER, (admit. this Session,) Somerset, Pa. 


LICENTIATES. 


19. Rev. W. SMITH,* Baltimore. 


20. 


« C. STARTZMAN, (admit. this Session.) 


The Lay-Delegates were then called upon to present their creden- 
tials, when the following Brethren appeared and took their seats:— 


LAY-DELEGATES. 


. MARTIN RIZER, Jr. Cumberland. * 


DANIEL WILLIARD, Hagerstown. 

LEWIS BIRELY, Frederick. 

JOHN M. SMALL, Martinsburg, Va. 
ELIAS MALONE, Boonsboro. 

THOMAS ATKINSON, Clearspring. 
JACOB VALENTINE, Taneytown. 

JOHN HAMMOND, German Settlement, Va. 


The Synod being thus duly organized, the President’s report 
was read, for which see Appendix (A.) 

On motion, Resolved, That this Report be accepted. 

Rev. P. Rizer, (late a member of the Synod of the West,) having, 
through Rev. Dr. B. Kurtz, made application for admission into this 
Synod, it was, on motion of Rev. 8. W. Harkey, Resolved, That 
Brother Rizer, be received as a member of this body, provided he 
obtain the consent of the Synod of West Pennsylvania, in whose 
bounds he is about to locate. 


Those marked (*) were absent. 
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Resolved, That we now go into an election for officers for the 
ensuing year. 
After counting the votes, it appeared that the following Brethren 
were duly elected:— 


Rev. B. KURTZ, D. D. President. 
“ J. KEHLER, Secretary. 
« J. P. CLINE, Treasurer. 


On motion of Brother Harkey, Resolved, That the reading of the 
Minutes of last year be dispensed with, and that a committee of two 
be appointed to report upon them. The President then appointed the 
Rev. S. W. Harkey and Mr. Tuomas Atkinson, said committee. 

The time for public worship having now arrived, an hour was 
spent in singing, exhortation and prayer, conducted by Brothers 
Harkey, Winter and Martin, 

After service the Synod resumed its business , when communica- 
tions and documents intended for this Synod, were called for, marked 
by the President, and distributed among the following committees:— 

Ist. Committee on the President’s Report, Rev. 8S. W. Harxey 
and Mr. D. Witiarp. 

2d. do- on papers marked No. 1 and 2, and the proceedings of 
the Synod of Virginia, Rev. C. F. Scuzrrer, and Mr. L. Birety. 

3rd. do. On the proceedings of the Synod of the West, and 
Minutes of the Synod of the Eastern District of Ohio, Rev. R. 
Welrser and Mr. E. Matone. 

4th. do. On paper marked No. 3, and Minutes of the English 
Synod of Ohio, Rev. J. P. Cuine and Mr. M. Rizer. 

5th. do. On paper No. 4, and Minutes of the Hartwick Synod 
Rev. J. Winter, and Mr. J. M. Smatt. 

On motion of Brother Martin, Resolved, That we adjourn to meet 
again at2 o’clock this afternoon. Prayer by Brother C. F.Scuzrrer. 


SECOND SESSION—Thursday, 2 o’clock P. M. 


Opened with prayer by Brother Oswa.p. 

6th. Committee, on paper marked No. 5, and Minutes of the 
Ministerium of N. Y. and the Synod of North Carolina and adja- 
cent Parts, Rev. P. Rizer and C. Martin, and Mr. J. VALENTINE. 

7th. do. On Minutes of the Synods of East and West Pennsy!l- 
vania, and the Franckean Synod, Rev. E. Keiier, S. Oswa 
and SprinGeEr. 

The Brethren were then called upon to hand in their Parochial 
reports, which are presented in the following statistical table. 
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On motion of Brother Martin, 

Resolved, That a committee of two be appointed to receive 

from the Brethren additional items on Parochial duty and the state 

of religion, suitable to be inserted in the Minutes. 

The President appointed Brothers J. P. Cure and J. Winter, 
said Committee. 

Brother E. Ke.ter stated, that he had received a letter from Rev 
Prof. Bavcuer, in which he requests him to inform this Synod 
that he had been appointed a delegate from the West Pennsylvania 
Synod, but found it inconvenient to attend our meeting. He wish- 


ed him to express the fraternal feelings and good wishes of that 


body towards us. As Secretary of the Parent Education Society, 
he wished him to state, that to meet the engagements of the Society 
during the ensuing year $2500, would be required, and that there 
were only $600 in the Treasury at present. 

The President, Rev. Dr. B. Kurtz, stated verbally, that agreeably 
tohis appointment, as delegate to the Synods of East and West 
Pennsylvania, he had attended the meetings of both these bodies 
during the past year, and was cordially received by them. The 
favorable account which he gave of the zeal, piety, and liberality 
of those Synods was heard with gratification by all the Brethren. 


COMMITTEE I, . 


The committee to whom the President’s Address was assigned, 
would respectfully report: 


That in addition to a statement of his official acts during the 


year, the President makes several important suggestions, which ~ 


_ your committee think entitled to the particular attention of the 
Synod. 

The first relates to the importance of instructing our Directors 
of the Seminary at Gettysburg to present an annual report on the 
state of that institution to this Synod. This is an important mat- 
ter, and your committee would move the following resolution: 

Resolved, That hereafter it shall be the duty of the Directors 
of the Gettysburg Seminary from this Synod to present a written 
report at every annual meeting of this body, embracing— 


ist. The number of young men pursuing their studies in the 
Institution: 


2d. The number that have left it during the year, and entered 
upon the active duties of the ministry: 

3d. The number in Pennsylvania College preparing for the 
study of Theology: 

4th. The state of the funds as it appears from the Treasurer’s 


report: 
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- 5th. And any other items of general interest. 


The second suggestion relates to a similar report from the offi- 
cers of our Synodical Education Society. On this subject your 
committee would submit the following resolutions: 

ist. Resolved, That the Education Society of this Synod be re- 
organized with constitution and officers as a regular auxiliary of 
“The Parent Education Society of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in the United States.” 

2d. Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to pre- 
pare a constitution for this Society, and present it before the ad- 
journment of Synod. 

Your committee regard that part of the President’s Address, 
which relates to the $1000 pledge given, in behalf of the Parent 
Education Society, at the last meeting of this Synod, as based 
upon an incorrect calculation, and therefore move that it be 
stricken out, and the remainder of the Address published with our 
Minutes. 

8S. W. HARKEY, 
D. WILLIARD. 

Resolved, That this report be accepted. After some discussion 
it was adopted. 3 

The President then ated Brothers Harxey, Martin, and 
BirRELY a committee to draw up a constitution for the Education 
Society. 

The following preamble and resolution, submitted by Brother 
Welser, was, after considerable discussion, passed. 

Whereas a proposition was introduced at the last meeting of 
the Board of Directors of the Theological Seminary at Gettys- 
burg, to charge the Beneficiaries, who board in the Seminary, 
room-rent, therefore, 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Synod the Beneficiaries 
ought not to be required to pay room-rent. 


COMMITTEE II. 


The second committee respectfully report: 2 

That they have examined the papers &c., handed to them, and 
find that the first is a letter from the venerable Doctor J. D. Kurtz 
of Baltimore. He states the causes of his absence, and asks the 
Synod to excuse him. Your committee considers the christian 
counsels of this aged servant of Christ, contained in his letter, and 
directed to the members of this body, too important to be com- 
pressed within the limits of this report; and therefore move, 


That the absence of Doctor Kurtz be excused, and that his 
letter be read to the whole Synod. 
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The second document handed to your committee is a letter from 
Rev, Wituiam H. Samira of Baltimore. (He apologizes for his ab- 
sence by. stating that he has entered into engagements which 
prevent him from leaving Baltimore at this season: In the assump- 
tion of these engagements, he adds, ministerial responsibilities and 
usefulness were not overlooked, and hence he solicits an excuse 
for his non-attendance. 

He also respectfully asks the Synod to renew the license granted 
to him at our last meeting, which subject, according to the consti- 
tution, is referred to the Ministerium. 

The committee move that Brother Smita be excused for his 
non-attendance at Synod. 

The third document handed to your committee is a copy of the 
Minutes of the Synod of Virginia. This body convened at Madi- 
son Court House, on the 21st of last May. It consists of eleven 
clerical members, four of whom were admitted at this meeting. 
The officers are 


Rev. J. B. DAVIS, President. 
« T. STORK, Secretary. 
mom MILLER, Treasurer. 


Rev. Messrs. Stark and E1cue.percer were received as mem- 
bers of this body on the condition that they obtain certificates of 
honorable dismission from our Synod, which, as you are aware, 
our President has granted them. No parochial reports were 
handed in, owing to the fact that no meetings of this body had been 
held for several years. Five copies of their Minutes are to be sent 
to each sister Synod. The Rev. Samvet Oswa cp, or as his alter- 
nate, the Rey. T. Srorx, was appointed a delegate to this body. 
The committee would call the attention of the Brethren to the 
circumstance, that the Synod of Virginia resolved to pay the ex- 
penses of their delegate—a laudable example. No other transac- 
tions appear on the face of the Minutes, which would be of special 
consequence to our Synod. 

Respectfully submitted. 
CHARLES F. SCHAEFFER, 
LEWIS BIRELY. 


Resolved, That this report be accepted. 
_, Resolved, That the letter from the Rev. Dr. J. D. Kurtz be read 


before the Synod. The Chairman of the committee then rose and 


read it, after which it was 
Resolved, That we are highly gratified with the sentiments, and 
cordially receive the wholesome counsels contained in the letter of 


our venerable and esteemed father, Dr. J. D. Kurtz. 
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' Resolved, That Brother C. F. Scharrer be requested to trans- 
Inte the above letter, and that it be published with our Minutes. 
See appendix (B. ) 

The committee’s motion to excuse Brother W. H. Smita, was 
then taken up, and after considerable discussion, and before the 


question was taken, on motion of Brother C. Martin, the Synod 
adjourned. 


Prayer by Brother Cutne. 


. At candle-light Brother C. F. Scuzrrer, according to appoint- 
ment of last Synod, preached a sermon on the subject of Missions, 
which, by the blessing of God, wag well calculated to awaken 
new interest in behalf of the heathen world. His text was the 
eleventh verse of the first chapterof Malachi. _ 

After the close of the religious exercises of the onan the 
Synod resumed its business. 

The motion to excuse Brother Smirs, for non-attendance at 
Synod, was, after further discussion, passed. 

Resolved, That the report of the second committee be adopted. 

On motion of Brother Harkey, 

Resolved, That the examination of Mr. Curistian Startzman, 
of the Gettysburg Seminary, who has applied for license, com- 
mence to-morrow afternoon at 2 o’clock, before the Synod. 

Resolved, That we now adjourn to meet to-morrow morning at 
half past 8 o’clock. Brother Martin closed with prayer. 


THIRD SESSION.—Friday morning, half past 8 o'clock. 
The session was opened with prayer by Brother P. Rizer. 


COMMITTEE IV. 


The third committee not being prepared to report, the fourth was 
called upon, who submitted the following report: 

The committee to whom document No. 3, and the Minutes of 
the Second Session of the English Synod of Ohio, were assigned, 
would respectfully report:—That said document is a letter from 
the Rev. J. G. Morris of Baltimore, in which he states, that, for 
the first time, since his connection with this body, has Providence 
prevented him from attending our annual meeting, by sickness in 
his family. He asks to be excused, and declares, that though 
absent in body, he will be present with us in spirit, and 
fervently implores the blessing of God upon our deliberations. 
Enclosed in the letter he sent $10 for the Synodical treasury, and 

his parochial report. Your committee would offer the following 
resolution:— 
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Resolved, That we cordially sympathise with our Brother in 
his affliction, and that he be excused. 

In presenting a report on the Minutes of the Second Session of 
the English Synod of Ohio, your committee would state, that this 
body assembled in New Philadelphia, Ohio, on the sixth of No- 
vember, 1837.—It consists of 7 ordained ministers, and 5 licen- 
tiates. They reported 63 Congregations, 729 Baptisms, 438 Con- 
firmations, 4300 Communicants, 128 Deaths, and 12 Sund 
Schools. They collected for their Synodical fund $142,17. The 
are making efforts to establish an English Professorship in the 
Theological Seminary at Columbus, Ohio.—May they be success- 
ful! The officers of the Synod are, 

Rev. JAMES MANNING, President. 
E. GREENWALD, Secretary. 
C. HENKEL, Treasurer. 


It is evident from the reports of these Brethren, that they are ac- 
tively and zealously engaged in the Master’s cause; and they cer- 
tainly promise to effect much good for our Church in the West. 
We wish them the blessing of God. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J OHN P. CLINE, 
MARTIN RIZER, Jr. 

Resolved, That this report be adopted. 

Resolved, That we congratulate our Brethren of the English 
Synod of Ohio upon their active exertions in the Redeemer’s 
kingdom, and implore the blessing of God upon their future 


efforts. 


COMMITTEE v. 


The committee to whom were referred the proceedings of the 
Hartwick Synod, and letter marked No. 4, beg leave respectfully 
to report:—-That they have examined the proceedings of said 
Synod, which held its session in Cobleskill, New York, in Sep- 

tember, 1837. 
The officers are 
Rev. J. Z. ZENDERLING, President, 

“« D. EYSTER, Secretary. 

“ T. LAPE, Treasurer; 

The Brethren comprising this Synod all appear to be actively 
engaged in the work of the. ministry, and in all the benevolent 
operations which engage the attention of the Christian Church. 
They report Baptisms 213, Confirmations 87, Admitted 22, Com- 
municants 2647, Sunday Sichadla 26, Teachers 100, Scholars an 
Prayer Meetings 16, Temperance Societies 4. 
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The letter No. 4 is an invitation from the Council of the Evan- 


gelical Lutheran congregation of Waynesburg, respectfully asking 
Synod to hold its next session at that place. 


Respectfully submitted, 


JOHN WINTER, 
JOHN M. SMALL. 


Resolved, That this report be adopted, and that the invitation 
from Waynesburg, be taken into consideration when the election 
for the place of holding the next Synod is held. 


COMMITTEE VI. 


Committee No. 6 would respectfully report to your reverend 
body that the papers assigned them for examination, were found to 
consist of 

1. A letter from Brother M. Wacurter of Middletown, contain- 
ing his parochial report, and a request that he be excused for his ab- 
sence from Synod on the ground of sickness in his family. 

2. The Minutes of the 42d Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Ministerium, of the State of New York, and adjacent parts. This 
body convened at Churchtown, Columbia County, September 9th, 
1837. The officers are 


Rev. A. WACKERHAGEN, D.D., President. 
“« C. A. SMITH, Secretary. 
“ F. W. GEISSENHAINER, Treasurer. 


Whole number of Ministers 25, Congregations reported 33, 
Baptisms 1077, Confirmations 178, Additions by certificate 243, 
Communicants 3650, Deaths 118, Sunday Schools 16, Teachers 
118, Children 716. It is a matter of surprise to your committee 
that a number of Ministers belonging to this Synod, who are 
known to have congregations, have reported none! 

3. The Minutes of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod and Minis- 
terium of North Carolina, and adjacent parts, convened at Zion’s 


Church, Wythe County, Va., on the second Sunday in aay, 1838. 
The officers are 


Rev. W. ARTZ, President. : 
§. ROTHROCK, Secretary. 
Mr. M. BARRIER, Treasurer. 
Number of Ministers 13, Congregations 36, Baptisms 338, Con- 
firmed 198, Admissions by certificate 25, Communicants 2024, 


Burials 77, Bible Classes 3, Sunday Schools 12, Teachers 60, 
Scholars 465. 
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Your committee would offer the following resolution: 
Resolved, That we sympathize with Brother Wacutrr in his 
family afflictions, and that he be excused. 
P. RIZER, 
C. MARTIN, 


J. VALENTINE. 
Resolved, That this report be adopted. 


COMMITTEE VII. 
The seventh committee, to whom were referred the Minutes of 
several Synods, would respectfully report: 
That the first are the Minutes of the Synod of East Pennsylva- 
nia, which convened in Philadelphia on the 4th of June, 1838. It 


is composed of 59 ordained ministers, and 5 licentiates. The offi- 
cers are 


Rev. C. R. DEMME, D.D., President. 
F. RUTHRAUFPFP, Secretary. 
D. ULRICH, Treasurer. 


The statistical report of this Synod is as follows: Congrega- 
tions 161, Baptisms 2429, Confirmations 2442, Communicants 
24,592, Deaths 1607. 

Nothing was found in this document which requires any action 
on the part of our Synod. Your committee was gratified with the 
evidence of the increasing zeal and efficiency contained in the 
Minutes of this aged and respectable body. 

The second document assigned to your committee is the Minutes 
of the Synod of West Pennsylvania. This body held its annual 
meeting in Blairsville, Indiana County, Pa., on the 28th of Sep- 
tember, 1837. It contains 37 ministers, 24 were present, and 13 
absent. The officers elected were | 
Rev. G. A. REICHART, President. 
« C. WEYL, Secretary. 
“« J. MARTIN, Treasurer. 


The statistical report is as follows: Congregations 131, Bap- 
tisms 2276 infants, and\122 adults, Confirmations 855, Communi- 
cants 10,931, Deaths 465, Sunday Schools 60. The amount paid 
into the Synodical treasury was\$155,95, and for Education and 
Missionary purposes $1065,19. Nothing further has been found in 
these minutes specially interesting this body. This large and res- 
pectable Synod is zealously and actively engaged in advancing the 
interests of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 

Respectfully submitted, 


E. KELLER, 
S. OSWALD, 
F. SPRINGER. 


Resolved, That this report be adopted. 
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This same committee also presented a report on the “Journal of 
the First Annual Session of the Franckean Synod of the Evan- 
gelic Lutheran Church,” which, after considerable debate, and 
after having been Once returned to the committee with instructions 
from the President, was finally rejected. The following resolution 
was then passed. _ . 

Resolved, That the report of the committee on the Journal of 
the Franckean Synod, together with the Journal, be referred to a 
select committee. 

The President then appointed Brothers Weiser, Worren, ona 
Rizer. 

The Rev. Mr. Harris, of the Protestant Episcopal Church, was 
introduced to Synod by Brother P. Rizer, and invited to take a seat 
among us, as an advisory member. 

The President also introduced the Rev. Samven Oswa.p, who 
had just arrived as a delegate from the Synod of Virginia, who 
was cordially received, and invited to take his seat as an advisory 
member. 

The question, what privileges does the constitution grant to dele- 
gates from Lutheran Synods, was then asked, and after some dis- 
cussion the following resolution was passed on this subject: 

Resolved, That Section 14th of Chapter viii. of the Constitution 
is so understood by this Synod as to extend to advisory members, 
who come as delegates from sister Lutheran Synods, the right of 


originating and seconding resolutions and motions, but not of 
voting. 
SANCTIFICATION OF THE LORD'S DAY. 

On motion of Rev. C. F. Sonzrrer: | 

1. Resolved, That the sanctification of the Lord’s Day is in- 
dispensable to the physical, moral, and social welfare of man; and 
that the perpetuity of this Divine Institution is essential to the 
prosperity and best interests of the Church of Christ on earth. 

2. Resolved, That travelling, paying social visits, attending to 
any business, or performing any labor, except works of necessity 
and mercy, on this day, are violations of its sanctity, and sins 
against God. 

3. Resolved, That there is no hope of a 1 reform of enietih 
evils, with respect to this subject, until Christians shall adopt the 
principle of entire abstinence from all profanations of this day, and 
unite in maintaining strict discipline in regard to every violation 
of the commandment, “Remember the Sabbath day to keep it 
holy.” 

ng Resolved, That the Ministers of this Synod are requested, 
during the ensuing year, to preach once, or r oftener, to their respec- 
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tive congregations, on this subject, and state the duties of Chris- 
tians ‘with respect to 1t. 


On motion of Rev. J. P, Cine: 

| (Resolved, That we regret that several of our absent Brethren 
have failed to write to us, and especially that they have not for- 
warded their “2 contributions to the Synodical Treasury as 
required by the Constitution. We hope — they will yet for- 
~ward them to the Treasurer. 

Resolved, That the President and Rev. C. F. Scuzrrer be a 
committee to examine the applicant for license this afternoon at 2 
o’clock. 

Resolved, That we now adjourn. Prayer by Bro. Samvue. 

OswaLp. 


FOURTH SESSION.—Friday Afternoon, 2 o'clock. 


The Session was opened with prayer by Brother Winter. | 
Mr. Curistian. StarTzman, the applicant for license, now ap- i 
peared and took his seat, and the Committee appointed to examine 
him, entered upon the discharge of their duty. 
This Brother was examined before the whole Synod; 
1. On personal piety, and the motives for seeking the holy office. 
2. On the Greek Language. 3. On the evidences of Christiani- 
ty. ‘4. On Didactic Theology. 
_ Resolved, That the examination be suspended until after ser- 
vice, this evening. 
The Synod resumed its business. 


COMMITTEE III. 


The third regular Committee not having been ready to report at 
the proper time, now reported:— 

The Committee to whom was assigned the Proceedings of the 
Synod of the West, and Minutes of the Synod of the Eastern 
Diswict of Ohio, beg leave to report:— 

The Evangelical Lutheran Synod. of the West met at Schoff- 
‘ ner’s:'Church, Bedford County, Tennessee, on the Ist of October, 
1837. This, body embraces 12 Ministers. The officers elected 


w 
Rev. J. CRIGLER, President. 
JENKINS, Secretary. 
« J.J. LEHMANOWSKEY, Treasurer. 


‘They report Congregations 14, Baptisms 228, Confirmations 42, 
‘Commaunicants: 1162, 
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Considering the recent origin of this body, and the difficulties 
with which these brethren. have to contend, they are certainly 
doing well. They may be regarded as pioneers in several parts of 
“the far west,” and have to endure many self-denials and priva- 
tions. May God prosper them! 

Your Committee find nothing in these Minutgg, which requires 
any action on the pait of this Synod. 

With regard to the Minutes of the Synod of the Eastern Dis- 
trict of Ohio, your Committee have only to say, that they are an 
extraordinary document indeed! so replete with errors and misre- 
presentations, that we cannot regard them as an authentic report 
of the proceedings of that reverend body, and therefore think they 
ought not to be noticed by us- Respectfully submitted. 


R. WEISER, 
ELIAS MALONE. 


Resolved, That this report be adopted. 


SPECIAL COMMITTEES. 


Committee on the Treasurer’s Account. 


The Committee to whom was referred the Treasurer’s account, 
would respectfully report: that they have carefully examined it, 
and compared the vouchers with the same, and find it correct. The 
receipts into the Treasury during the past year, have been $111 924, 
and the amount paid out $98.30; leaving a balance in the hands of 
the Treasurer of $13.62}. All which is respectfully submitted, 


LEWIS BIRELY, 
DANIEL WILLIARD. 


Resolved, That this report be adopted. 


Committee on the Minutes of 1837. 


In reporting upon the Minutes of this Synod for 1837, your Com- 
mittee would respectfully call the attention of the brethren to such 
resolutions and other items as seem to demand some notice and 
action at our present meeting. — 4 

The first is a resolution found on page 13, in which the diduiens 
of this Synod obligated themselves to raise’the sum of $300, for 
‘the purpose of sustaining a Missionary within our bounds for one 
year. Only $125 of this pledge has been redeemed. Your Com- 
mittee move the following resolutions:—Resolved, That we hold 
ourselves responsible to the Central Missionary Society, for the 
remaining $175. 

From pages 14 and 15 of the Minutes, it appears that two Com- 
mittees, one to prepare a book on Baptism, and the other to have 


3 
Rey 
1 
é 
be 
+ 
‘ 
* 
ae 
- 
| ; | 


17 


Ordination Certificates printed, were appointed, and expected to 
report at this meeting. They are no doubt prepared to make their 


committee would likewise present the following to be 
printe ‘ated with our standing resolutions: Resolved, That the annual 
meeting of this Synod, hereafter, commence on the Thursday be- 


fore the third Sunday in October, and that the Brethren are ex- 


pected to be at the place of meeting on Wednesday evening, 

Resolved, That the Synodical Sermon be preached on Thurs- 
day morning at 10 o’clock.” These resolutions are found on page 
13 of the Minutes. We cannot refrain from expressing our regret 
that our Minutes of last year contain so many inaccuracies and de- 
fects. The adducing of examples is unnecessary. One of the 
members of the committee, and several other Brethren are, in them 
presented in rather strange positions! A reference to pages 12, 15, 
16, 17, 18, &c. will confirm this remark. On page 18, is the fol- 
lowing resolution: “Resolved, That 500 copies of these proceedings 
be printed, and circulated at the discretion of the Secretary, and 
that the Constitution be appended to the Minutes.’ We have 
learned that no copies of our Minutes were sent to the Synod of 
West Pennsylvania, and perhaps other sister Synods may have 
been neglected. This is matter of regret, and it is to be hoped 
willnot occur again. The Constitution of this Synod was to have 
been appended to the Minutes; instead of this, however, simply 
that part of the “Formula” &c. for the government of our church 
which relates to District Synods, was printed. Upon the whole 
your committee would express the hope that our Minutes in future 
will be much improved. 

S. W. HARKEY, 
T. ATKINSON. 


After some discussion, Resolved, That this report be adopted. 

T he report of our Missionary for the last year, Rev. F. Sprincer, 
was now read before the Synod. 

Resolved, That this report be accepted. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to examine this docu- 
ment, and that they report to-morrow morning. 

Rev. R. Weiser and Rev. J. P. CLine were itnletih.: 

The President, Dr. B. Kurtz, here arose, and remarked, that, 
as the only member present of the committee appointed last year 
to prepare a Book on Baptism, he would inform the Synod, that 
after mature reflection on the subject, and having been written to 
by different persons, he had concluded to undertake the task, and 
hoped by the blessing of God to have the work prepared for the 
press by the ensuing spring. 
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He likewise gave reasons satisfactory to the Synod, why he had 
not proceeded to have Ordination Certificates printed, when it was 


Resolved, That the President be excused for the non-perform- 
ance of this duty. , 


Srecia, Committee on the Journal of the SyNop. 


The Committee to whom was assigned for examination the 
“Journal of the Ist annual Session of the Franckean Synod of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, convened at Clay, Onondago Coun- 
ty, New York, June 7th, 1838,” would bee leave respectfully to 
report, that they have performed their duty. The parochial re- 
ports of this Synod furnish the following statistics: Number of or- 
dained Bishops, 4, Licentiates 6, Congregations 17, Baptisms 72 in- 
fants and 25 adults, Confirmations 51, Admission by letter 13, Com- 
municants 1283, Sunday Schools i0, Teachers 78, and Scholars | 
347. 

The Brethren connected with this Synod, seem from their reports 
and transactions to be actuated by great zeal and the most untiring 
industry in the cause of the gospel. Your committee cannot but | 
express their gratification at the style and execution of their “Jour- 


nal,” both as it regards arrangement and typography.. Theirreports 
on various subjects are full and complete; and they have engaged 


in the cause of Education and Missions with zeal and energy. 
Three Brethren were ordained, and the officers elected for the en- 
suing year, are 
Rev. JOHN D. LAWYER, President. 
“ PHILIP WIETING, Secretary. 
Wa. OTTMAN, Treasurer. 
Respectfully submitted, 
P. RIZER, 
J. WINTER, 
R. WEISER. 

Resolved, That this report be adopted. 

The subject of vacant congregations was now called UP; and two 
were reported by Brothers Keizer and Martin. 

Resolved, That Brother be requested to visit 
congregation, which is vacant, as often as convenient during the 
ensuing year; and Brether Martin, the one at saaregne'y tay re- 
ported to be vacant by him. | 

The President, Rev. Dr. B. Kurtz, asked lekvs of Synod, to 
offer the following resolution, which was unanimously passed. 

Resolved, That as in the view. of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church the incumbents of the ministerial office are by divine ap- 
pointment of equal rank, we regard allordained ministers of the 
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gospel as Bishops, in the primary and scriptural sense of the term, 
and therefore fully entitled to that appellation. 


Three of the Brethren, viz. Dr. B. Kurtz, C. F. Scnzrrer and 
Joun Winter, who held the office of Directors of the Seminary at 
Gettysburg, from this Synod resigned, and severally gave reasons 
why they wished Synod to accept of their resignation. After some 
discussion, on motion of Brother Harkey, 


Resolved, That the resignation of Brothers Kurtz, ScHaFFER 
and Winter be accepted. 


Contributions to the — Treasury were handed in, which 
are as follows: 


Mr. Martin Rizer, Jr. Cumberland, $ 5 00 
Rev. J. G. Morris, Baltimore, - - 10 00 
J.P. Cline, Smithsburg, - 
R. Weiser, Woodsboro, - 300 
Mr. Daniel Williard, Hagerstown, - . 5 00 
Lewis Birely, Frederick, - - 1000 
“ Elias Malone, Boonsboro, - -  §00 | 
T. Atkinson, Broad Foarding, | 
“ J. M. Small, Martinsburg, - - 5 00 | 
“ Jacob Valentine, T'aney Town, - - 10 82 
Rev. D. Heileg, Preston Co. Va. . - - 2 00 
Resolved, ‘That we now adjourn to meet again after preaching 


this evening. 
Prayer by Brother Harkey. 
This evening Brother Weiser preached a sermon on the sibject 
of Temperance; text, Joel 1 ch. and middle clause of the 10th verse, 
“The land mourneth, for the corn is wasted.” 
After the religious exercises were over, the Synod resumed its 
- business. The examination of Brother StarrzMan was continued 
He was examined on Church History and Pastoral Theology. 
On motion, 
Resolved, That we have listened to the examination of Brother 
STARTZMAN with satisfaction, and that itnow terminate. 
A letter was received by the Secretary from Brother HEi.ec, and 
on motion, it was read before Synod.. 
Resolved, That Brother Heitee be excused for his non-attend- 
ance at Synod. 
Resolved, That we now adjourn to meet again to-mortow morn- 
ing, at half past 8 o’clock. 7 
Prayer by Brother Winter. 
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FIFTH SESSION—Saturday morning, half past 8 o'clock. 
Opened with prayer by Brother Ketter. 


CoMMITTEE ON Rev. F.-Sprincer’s Journat. 


The committee appointed to examine Brother Sprincer’s Mis- 
sionary Journal report, 

ist. That he laboured in the capacity of the Synod’s Missionary 
seven months, chiefly in Washington and Alleghany counties, in 
this State. 

2d. That he organized one congregation, and visited a number 
of others that are vacant; and he represents it as highly important, 
that efforts should be made to supply those in Alleghany county 
especially. 

3. That he collected $40 for the Missionary Society. 

Respectfully submitted, 


R. WEISER, 
| J. P. CLINE. 
Resolved, That this report . adopted. 

On motion of Brother Harkey, 

Resolved, That at every future meeting of this Synod, sermons 
be preached on as many of the following subjects as the Synod may 
determine, viz. the Reformation, Temperance, Missions, Sunday 
Schools, Revivals, Experimental Piety, the Sanctification of the 
Lord’s day, and the Fundamental Doctrines of Christianity. 

On motion of Brother Scuzrrer, 

Resolved, That three Brethren be appointed to preach at our 
next Synod, to each of whom two subjects shall be assigned, on 
_ either of which he may preach at his discretion. 

motion of Brother Harkey, 

Resolved, That three of the following subjects be preached on, 
at our next Synod, viz. Reformation, Temperance, Revivals, Ex- 
perimental Piety, Lord’s Supper and Fundamental Doctrines of 
Christianity. 

The President then appointed the following Brethren, and as- 
signed them the following subjects: 

Rev. J. G. Morris and his alternate Rev. P. Rizer, on the Re- 
formation, or the Lord’s Supper. 


Rev. J. Kexver, and his alternate Rev. E. Ke.ier, on Temper- 
ance or Experimental Piety. 

Rev. 8. W. Harkey, and his alternate Rev. J. Harpe, on Re- 
vivals, or the Fundamental Doctrines of Christianity. 

The committee appointed to receive from the Brethren additional 
items of information on parochial duty and the state of religion, re- 
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ported verbally, that but a few of the Brethren had handed in any 
additional items, so that they were not enabled to discharge their 
duty. They therefore asked to be discharged from me further con- 
sideration of the subject. 

Resolved, That the committee be discharged, and that several 
columns be added to the statistical table, tocontain any other items 
on parochial duty that may be reported. ; 

On motion of Brother Weiser. | 


1st. Resolved, That this Synod has the utmost confidence in the 
principles and plan of operations of the American Temperance 
Society, and believes it well adapted to promote the great moral 
reformation for which it was organized, and that we recommend 
the formation of Temperance Societies in all our congregations. 

2. Resolved, That the making and vending of ardent spirits is 
inconsistent with the christian character. 

3. Resolved, That in view of the day of judgment, we do most 
earnestly and affectionately urge all the members of our church, 
who may be engaged in this business, forthwith to abandon it. 

The Synod now proceeded to elect delegates to the General Sy- 
nod; which resulted as follows: 

Rev. Dr. B. Kurtz, C.F. Scnzrrer, and J.G. Morris were chosen 
as clerical, and Messrs. G. G. Jaconsand L. Bire ty, 
as Lay-delegates. | 

Resolved, That we now proceed to elect Directors to the Semi- 
nary. 

Rev. M. WacutTer elected in the place of Rev. B. Kurrz, to 
serve for one year. 


Rev. R. Weiser elected in the place of Rev. J. Winter, to serve 
for two years. 


Rev. S. W. Harkey elected in the place of Rev. C. F. Scuzr- 
FER, to serve for two years. 

Dr. Wm. M. Kemp of Frederick, elected in the place of Mr: 
Isaac BauGuer, Esq. of Emmitsburg, to serve for five years. 

Resolved, That we now proceed to the election of the place for 
holding the next Synod, and that we vote viva voce. _ 

Waynesburg and Frederick were proposed. Waynesburg had 
the majority, and consequently, our next Synodical Meeting will 
be held in Waynesburg, Franklin county, Pa., on the Thursday 
preceding the third Sunday of October, 1839. 

Delegates to sister Synods were now appointed. 

Resolved, That Bro. Rizer be appointed to West, and Bro. C. 
Martin to East Pennsylvania Synods. 

Resolved, That Bro. Haver be appointed to the Synod of Vir- 
ginia, and Bro. Harkey to the North Carolina Synod. 
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_ Resolved, That Bro. Sprincer be appointed to the Synod of the 
West, and Bro. Weiser to the Franckean Synod. 

Resolved, That 500 copies of our Minutes be printed, and ten 
copies be sent to each sister Synod in the United States, and the 
remainder equally distributed among the members “ this Synod. 

On motion of Bro. Sprincer, 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Synod be pieced to the 
citizens of Cumberland for the kind reception and hospitable en- 
tertainment given us, and the interest they have manifested in our 
ministerial labors, and that the President be requested to express 
this sentiment publicly on to-morrow evening. 

Resolved, That any business of a Synodical nature, which may 
have been neglected, be referred to the Ministerium. 

Resolved, That the Synodical Sessions now close, and that the 
Ministerium meet immediately after service this afternoon. 

The President then expressed the thanks of the Synod to the 
Lay Delegates, and informed them that they were now dismissed. 

The Brethren then united in singing a hymn, and on bended 
knees, joined with the President, who offered up.a very fervent and 
feeling prayer to the Great Head of the Church, for his blessing 
upon our transactions, and for future guidance and direction. 

Service preparatory to the Lord’s Supper, was held this afternoon 
at 2 o’clock, when Bro. J. P. Curve preached from 1 Cor. iii. 11. 
Several persons were received as members of the Church, by the 


rite of Confirmation. 


MINISTERIAL SESSION. 
Saturday afternoon at 4 o'clock, 


The Ministerium was opened with prayer by Bro. Cure. 
The examination of Bro. StarTzMaNn was reported to have 


been perfectly satisfactery, whereupon it was 

Resolved, That Bro. STARTZMAN be publicly licensed this - 
evening. 

In reference to Bro. W. H. Smtu, who applied by letter for a 
renewal of his license, the following resolution was passed: 

Resolved, That at the request of Bro. Smirn, his license be re- 
newed for one year, although we regret that he neglected to for- 
ward it to Synod; and also, agreeably to the requirements of the 
Constitution, to submit two of his sermons and his journal, for the 
inspection of Synod. , 

Resolved, That the President appoint two Committees of In- 
stallation;—the.one to ‘install Bro. Rizer, at Somerset, and the 
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other to install Bro. Startzman, at Williamsport—at such times 
as they may respectively desire. 

The Committee to instail Bro. Rizer, are Rev. J. Kener and 
D. Hetsc, of the Maryland Synod; and Brothers Gisson and 
Yacer of the West Pennsylvania Synod, are likewise respectfully 
invited to attend. 

The Committee to install Bro. Startzman, are Rev. C. F. 
Scnzrrer, J. Winter, S. Oswa.p, and J. P. Cuine. 


There being no other business before the Ministerium, ; it was, 
on motion, 


Resolved, That we now adjourn. 


EDUCATION CONVENTION. 


The Brethren then held a Convention for the purpose of hearing 
the report of the Committee, who had been appointed to prepare a 
Constitution for our Synodical Edueation Society. 

It is proper to observe here, that the Synod of Maryland, as is 
well known, has been active in the cause of Education for many 
years; and at one time there was an independent society connected 
with it, which was quite efficient. After the formation of “The 
Parent Education Society,” however, at a meeting of the Synod, 
held in Woodsboro’, October 1835, this Society was dissolved by 
the following resolution: 

“Resolved, That the Education Society of the Synod of Mary- 
land declare itself auxiliary to the General Parent Education So- 
ciety of thé Lutheran Church, transfer its funds into its Treasury, 
and use all their influence to promote its design, provided that the 
Parent Society take into their patronage the beneficiaries now sup- 
ported by us.” 

Since the adoption of this resolution, our Benntingl Society has 
had a mere nominal existence. Without constitution, without 
bye-laws, or rules for its government, it had a name to live, but 
was dead. True, officers were appointed, annual meetings held, 
and we had the name of being an auxiliary to the Parent Society; 
but we enjoyed none of the privileges granted by the Constitution 
of the Parent Society, to its auxiliaries. We supported no benefi- — 
ciaries, our officers made no reports, and the greater part of the 
money collected did not pass through their hands. In short, we 
collected money, and supported an Education Society, of which we © 
were not even members, nor had we a voice in the management of 
its affairs, or the application of our funds. 

This, to say the least, the members of our Synod began to think 
was a very loose way of doing business; and as the Executive 
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Committee had adopted a bye-law, to which we had serious objec- 
tions, it was unanimously Resolved, That our Synodical Society 
should be reorganized, with Constitution and officers, as a regular 
auxiliary of the Parent Society. 

Accordingly, a Committee, consisting of Brs. Hankey, Martin 
and Birety, were appointed, who reported the following Constitu- 
tion. See Appendix. | 

This Constitution being, with the addition of two articles, almost 
a literal transcript of the Constitution of the Parent Society, was 
then read, article after article, and unanimously adopted. 

An election was then held for officers of the Society for the en- 
suing ; year, when, after counting the votes, it appeared that the 
following brethren were chosen:—Rev. J. P. Cure, President; 
Rev. R. Werser, Vice President; Rev. S. W. Harkey, Secretary; 
Rev. M. Wacurter, Treasurer. 

The Convention then adjourned with prayer. 


EXERCISES OF SATURDAY EVENING. 


This evening at candle-light, Mr. Curtstian STarTzMaN was, 
according to a resolution of the Ministerium, publicly licensed to 
preach and perform all other ministerial acts as a Lutheran Minis- 
ter and Licentiate of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Mary- 
land. After the exercises had been introduced by singing and 
prayer, Brother Startzman presented himself at the altar, when 
the President propounded to him the questions required by our 
Constitution, which being answered in the affirmative, he handed 
him his license, and in the name of the Synod, gave him the right 
hand of christian fellowship, and received him as a member of the 
Synod. | 

After these ceremonies were over, the Education Society held a 
meeting. Rev. S. W. Harkey offered the following resolution, 
which he accompanied by a few remarks:— 

Resolved, That the wants of our Church, and of the work, ad- 
monish us to redouble our efforts in behalf of the Education cause. 

This resolution was seconded by Rev. Bro. Rizer, and enforced 
by an interesting address. Bro. C. Martin also made some perti- 
nent remarks, and the resolution was unanimously passed. 

Brother R. Weiser then offered the following resolution, accom- 
panied by some happy remarks: 

Resolved, That a collection be now taken up in aid of the funds 
of this Society. This resolution was passed, and a collection 
taken up, which was as follows: 
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By two gentlemen to constitute the President of the 
Society, Rev. J. P. Cringe, a life member, -  - 10 00 
By Miss Rebecca Getzendanner and Mrs, Easter, to 


constitute their Pastor, Rev.J. Keaier,alife-emember, 10 25 
By Mr. Paul Butler, - - - - - 1 183 


Byalady, - - - 1 00 
General collection, : - - - - 15 00 
$37 433 


The following sums were likewise paid in by the Brethren from 
their several congregations: 
Rev. C. Martin, Martinsburg and Shepherdstown, Va. $101 25 
We Female Ed. Society, 


City, - - - 100 00 
Rev. R. Weiver, Woodsboro district, : - 46 00 
“ C.F. Scheffer, Hagerstown, - - - 18 00 
“  $ol. Oswald, Boonsboro district, - - 18 00 
“« D. Heileg, Preston County, Va. - - 1 50 


Total, - $322 183 


It is proper to observe here that most of the Brethren had sent 
the money collected in their congregations for the Education Socie- 
ty, to the Treasurer, previous to the meeting of Synod, so that the 
above is not to be considered an exhibit of what was collected dur- 
ing the past year. The Synod had pledged itself for $1000, which 
we are happy to say was more thanredeemed. We have nomeans 
of ascertaining the precise amount. 


The exercises of the evening were closed with the benediction. 


EXERCISES OF LORD’S DAY. 


In the morning at 9 o’clock a prayer meeting was held. 

At 11 o’clock the President, Rev. Dr. B. Kurrz, preached in the 
Lutheran Church to a numerous and attentive audience, on the 
subject of the Lord’s Supper. After sermon the communion was 
administered, first to the clerical and lay-members of Synod, and 


afterwards to the members of the congregation; a large number 
communed. 


At the same hour Brother C. Martin preached in the Episcopal 
Church, and Brother Oswa.p in the Methodist Church. 

In the afternoon at 3 o’clock, Brother C. F. Scuarrer aiaehed 
in the Lutheran Church in the German language; and Brother S. 
W. Harkey in the Episcopal Church, on the subject of the Refor- 
mation, text, Ex. xiv. 15, “Speak unto the children of Israel, that 
they go forward.” 
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In the evening Brother B. Kurrz preached again in the Lutheran 
Church, and Brother R. Weiser in the Methodist Church. 

After sermon, the President, in accordance with a resolution 
of Synod, expressed the thanks of the Synod to the citizens of 
Cumberland, for their kindness and hospitality towards us during 
our stay among them; and in the name of the Synod bid them an 
affectionate farewell. The Brethren now united in singing a fare- 
well hymn, and after the blessing was pronounced, they took leave 
of each other and the kind friends of Cumberland, hoping and 
praying that if we meet no more in this world, we may meet in 


heaven. 
JOHN H. KEHLER, Secretary. 
DIRECTORS OF THE SEMINARY. 

Elected. 

Rev. J. P. Cine, 1836, . 
Weiser, 1838, 
W. Harkey, 1838, 
© M. Wacatser, 1838, 
Col. L. Kemp, 1837, 


Dr. Wm. M. Kemp, 1838, 
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APPENDIX (A.) 


PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS 
TO THE 


SYNOD OF MARYLAND. 


Dear BRETHREN: 


Your most sincere thanks are due to Almighty God, for spar- 
ing you to meet again for the purpose of Se are the affairs of 
his Church, Our number has not been diminished by death since 
we last assembled, and the blessing of the Lord has. continued to 
abide with us. | 

I have nothing of an extraordinary character to report, as having 
occurred during the past synodical year, In January, the Rev. Mr. 
Harpe took charg of the Manchester district, and was installed 
by myself and the Rev. Mr. Harssert, on the 25th of February. 
The ceremony of installation was new in that district, but it was 
interesting to the people; and it is hoped, it deeply impressed them 
with a sense of their duty to their pastor. Alshough the weather 
was intensely cold, yet the audiences were large and very ‘atten- 
tive. 

In the month of April a committee was appointed to install the 
Rev. Mr. Martin, at Martinsburg, which duty was satisfactorily 
performed. 

In August, the Rev. Messrs. EicheLsexcer and Stork asked 
and obtained certificates of dismission from our body, for the pur- 
pose of uniting themselves with the Synod of Virginia. Their 
names will consequently be erased from our list by the Secretary. 

There are no vacancies within the bounds of our Synod, except- 
ing the church at Greencastle; but it affords me pleasure to state, _ 
that the Rev. Mr. Martin, of West Pennsylvania Synod, has re- 
ceived a call from that church, and it is expected will remove in 
the course of this autumn. | 

I am informed that the church at Williamsport, so long vacant, 
is now served by the Rev. Mr. WINTER, as a ng ag supply. 

We all our Theological Seminary with the deepest inte- 
rest, considering it as the nursery of many of our future ministers, 
and which deserves to. be cherished by us with fond solicitude. 
For the purpose of bringing the subject before us every year, and 
thus keeping alive and increasing our interest in its affairs, I would 
respectfully suggest, the propriety of instructing your directors to 
report on the state of the Seminary at every Synod. For exam- 
pee number of young men pursuing their studies; the num- 

er which left the institution during the year; the number in Penn- 
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sylvania College preparing to enter the Seminary; the state of the 
funds as it appears on the reasurer’s Report, and other interest- 
ing items. Let it not be objected to this suggestion, that we have 
a report on the state of the Seminary to the General Synod. That 
occurs but once in two years, and besides, is usually very meagre 
in the statement of important facts, Such a report as | suggest, 
would be read with interest by a large number of our people, and 
would, perhaps, awaken in many a new zeal in behalf of that in- 
stitution. I would further suggest, that the officers of our Synodi- 
cal Education Society be requested to present a report on the state 
of the Parent Society, and specify the number of beneficiaries sup- 
pene the number taken on the funds during the year; the num- 

er dismissed; the amount of money returned by former beneficia- 
ries, &c. &c. This would be satisfactory to the people, and would 
keep alive their interest in the cause. 

In addition to the ordinary business of the Synod claiming your 
attention, you will have to elect a Lay Director of the Seminary 
in the place of one whose time has expired, as you will perceive 
on page 23 of our last proceedings. Delegates to the General 
Synod will also have to be elected. Since the alteration of the 
Constitution of the General Synod, we are entitled to three minis- 
terial and three lay delegates, in accordance with the provision of 
Part 2, Art. IT. 

The constitutional time of my presidency now expires, and I 
leave the chair with thanks for your confidence reposed in me, by 
elevating me to it, and praying that the blessing of God may rest on 
your deliberations—that peace and harmony may continue to dwell 
among us, and thagwe may all be inspired with a genuine and 
lasting zeal for the good of souls and the glory of God. 


JOHN G. MORRIS, President. 
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(B.) 


LETTER OF REV.J. D. KURTZ, D. D. 


Bartimore, Oct. 12, 1838. 
Beloved Brethren, and 
Fellow-Laborers in the Gospel: 


It will scarcely be necessary for me to call your attention to the 
circumstance, probably well known to you all, that since I have been 
in the ministry, nothing but the most urgent necessity has led me 
to absent myself from the annual meetings of Synod. It was not 
only a pleasure, but an actual want which my heart felt, to meet 
my brethren on such occasions, and derive encouragement from 
my intercourse with them; and I have always returned to my con- 
gregation, after such meetings, with renewed resolutions to fulfil 
the duties of my office with increased constancy and fidelity. 
‘These have, I can sincerely say, been a part of the advantages and 
blessings which I derived from our Synodical meetings. But the — 
great distance of the place appointed for the meeting of Synod this 
year, together with the infirmities which are incident to age so far 
advanced as my own, deprives me of the pleasure of attending your 
present meeting. Sull t shall be in your midst in the Spirit, and 
rejoice if your efforts and deliberations contribute to the building 
up, and to the extension of the kingdom of God. I submit it to 
the providence of God to determine whether, at a future period, I 
shall appear in your midst. 

Allow me, on this occasion, to make the following remarks. 
During the whole period of my ministry, embracing filty years, I 
have learned from experience, that my public discourses on the 
crucified Redeemer, as well as on the whole doctrine of the atone- 
ment, were always the most affecting and the most profitable, both 
to my hearers and to my dwn heart. This great theme, combined 
with urgent calls on sinners, to come in penitence and humility to 
Jesus, the Saviour of sinners, I would most earnestly commend to 
your serious consideration. If this be your mode of preaching, you 
will not “become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal,” but on 
the contrary will enjoy the exalted happiness of seeing blood-bought 
souls brought to Jesus, the Saviour of sinners. By following this 
counsel, you will on the day of judgment be able to say of such 
souls, with Paul—“What is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? 
Ye are our glory and joy. The seal of our apostleship are ye in 
the Lord.” | 

- I would also wish to commend the missionary cause, both for- 
eign and domestic, to your particular care and attention. These 
institutions, which are, without question, acceptable to the great 
God, combined with the distribution of Bibles and tracts, will un- 
doubtedly hasten the coming cf that happy period, of which David 
so beautifully speaks in the 72d Psalm, when the exalted God-man 
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Jesus Christ, shall have dominion from the rising of the sun even 
unto the going down of the same, from the east to the west. 

It is, perhaps, not unknown to you, (although the circumstance 
may not seem so impressive to others as it is to me,) that of the 25 
ministers with whom I became acquainted, when I assumed my 
office, not one is now alive. They are all gathered unto their fa- 
thers, and, as we trust, have fallen asleep in the Lord. 1 alone 
survive. I alone remain on this side of the grave, and I praise the 
unmerited mercy and grace of God, who has so long sustained one 
so unworthy as [ am, and who has been so indulgent and kind. 
But the daily diminution of my strength, reminds me forcibly of 
— ig end, and admonishes me to prepare for my approaching 

eath. 

Yet although far advanced in years, I am not entirely inac- 
tive. I still feel itto be a duty to fulfil my office at the sick bed, 
and in the small circle of those who retain an attachment to me, 
and who invite me. And I must here bear my unequivocal testi- 
mony in favor of the blessed effects resulting from a faithful dis- 
charge of this obligation. The religious instruction addressed to 
the sick and afflicted, may not always prove immediately beneficial, 
but it is nevertheless a “good seed,” and has the promise of the 
divine blessing; though sometimes slow in germinating and ma- 
turing, it frequently does take deep root, and bring forth fruit 
unto everlasting life. It may be said with peculiar appropriate- 
ness, in relation to the performance of this ‘ministerial duty:— 
“Cast thy bread upon the waters; for thou shalt find it after many 
days.” I speak from experience—and this cheering experience, 
animates me to continue my attentions to the couch of languish- 
ing and distress, with all the diligence that my waning strength 
permits. God grant that my efforts may be useful to these afflict- 
ed and departing souls, and that here or there some may be guided 
through my feeble instrumentality, to the arms of the great Shep- 
herd, and that I too, may be permitted to exclaim, in the words of 
a pious writer— 


‘*Then shall, perhaps,— 
(O that God would realize this glorious hope, ) 
Then shall, perhaps, with joy and praise, 
In those bright scenes of bliss; 
A ransom’d spirit say to me; Oh joy—to mz!— 
~ Hail to thee, servant of God the Most High!— 
Thou hast deliver’d my life,— bh 
My soul thou hast deliver’d from wrath and death!— 
O God! to save one precious soul ,— 
To bring that soul to thee,— 
Such joy and rapture will afford, 
As heaven alone can tell.” 


| May the blessing of the Lord rest on your deliberations,— 
may he cause peace and harmony to.prevail among you, and grant 
you all wisdom in the transaction of your affairs. . 
I commend myself to your fraternal remembrance and prayers, 
and remain your fellow-laborer in the Lord, | 
J. DANIEL KURTZ. 
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(C.) 


CONSTITUTION 


EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD OF MARYLAND. 


_ Articlel. This Society shall be called “The Education Society 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Maryland,” and its object 
shall be to educate indigent ee young men for the ministry of 
the guspel in the Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

Art. Il. This Society shall be composed of all those persons 
who subscribe its constitution, and pay into its Treasury annually 
the sum of one dollar. The payment of ten dollars at any one 
time shall constitute a life-member. , 

This society shall be auxiliary to “The Parent Education Socie- 
ty of the Lutheran Church,” and shall transfer all its surplus funds 
into its Treasury. | | 

Art, III. There shall be chosen, by ballot, at each annual meet- 
ing of the Society, held at the time aud place of the meeting of the 
Synod of Maryland, a President, Vice President, Secretary and 
Treasurer, who shall constitute an Executive Committee. It shall 
be the duty of this Committee to receive the funds of the Society, 
and a gre them to the support of its beneficiaries—to examine 
and select candidates for patronage—and in general to transact all 
business necessary for the furtherance ot the objects of the Society. 

They shall also keep a fair record of all their proceedings, and 
make a report of the same to the Society at its regular none 

Art. 1V. No applicant shall be assisted, who shall not produce, 
from serious and respectable authority, unequivocal testimonials of 
hopeful piety, promising talents, and real indigence: nor shall any 
person be continued on this foundation, whose instructor or instruc- 
tors, shall not annually exhibit to the Executive committee, satis- 
factory evidence, that in point of genius, diligence, literary progress, 
morals and piety, he is a proper individual to receive aid from these 
sacred funds; 1n addition to. which, each beneficiary, after his ad- 
mission into any college, shall annually exhibit to the Committee, 
a written declaration, that it continues to be his serious purpose to 
yond ge life to the gospel ministry in the Evangelical Lutheran 

urch. 

Art. V. It shall be the duty of the Executive Committee to re- 

commend to applicants for admission to the funds of this Society, 
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to pursue, if convenient and Circumstances dictate, a regular course 
of collegiate education; but in no case shall this be made a condi- 
tion of their reception or rejection. | 

Art. VI. The Executive committee shall require, from benefi- 
ciaries, notes of hand, bearing no interest, which, held by the Trea- 
surer, it shall be optional with them to pay, in after life, either out 
of their private funds, or..with money collected for the Society in 
their own congregations. 

Art. Vil. Any person who has been assisted by this Society, 
and whose name shall be stricken from the list of its beneficiaries 
because of misconduct, or other deficiency in regard to the qualifi- 
cations required by the constitution and rules of the Society; or 
who shall have concluded not to devote himself to the gospel min- 
istry in our Church, shall refund the sum expended for his educa- 
tion, with lawful interest, on demand of the Executive committee. 

Art. Vill. The President, and in his absence the Vice President 
im concurrence with any one of the Executive Committee, shall 
have power to call special meetings of the Society. 

Art. 1X. The treasurer shall make payments and advances of 
money from time to time agreeably to the orders of the Executive 
Cmomittee; and shall annually render to the Society a written ac- 
count of all receipts and expenditures within the year, of the amount 
of the funds—and the manner in which they have been expended. 
He shall also give to the committee, whenever they request it, a 
particular account of the state of the Treasury. 

Art. X. Atall meetings of the Society, seven members shall be 
requisite to constitute a quorum; and every meeting shall be opened 
and closed with prayer. 

Art. XI. The Executive Committee shall have power to supply 
any vacancies that may occur among themselves, till the next 
meeting of the Society. 

Art. XII. The Executive Committee shall adopt such bye-laws 
and regulations as may be requisite to carry out the objects con- 
templated | the Society, not inconsistent with its constitution. 

Art. XII. No alteration shall be made in this constitution, ex- 


' cept at an annual meeting of the Society, by the concurrence of 


two-thirds of the members present. 


List of persons who subscribed the Constitution. 


Rev. Dr. B. KURTZ, Rev. E. KELLER, 
J.P. CLINE, | WILLIARD, 
CF SCHAEFFER, L. BIRELY, 
OSWALD, | “ ATKINSON, 
« SPRINGER, J, VALENTINE. 


MARTIN, 
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